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Life Group Questions








From Acts 5:1-11, what worldly values and desires did Ananias and Sapphira allow to seep into their lives within the church?





What are similar cultural stumbling blocks today?





List some popular concepts about marriage in our culture today. 





Read Ephesians 5:21 to 33.  What differences are there between the thoughts here and the way our culture generally views marriage?





Read Jesus’ prayer from John 17:15 & 16.  How can the relationship we have within our marriages and with others show that we are “in the world, but not of it”?  According to verse 26, what is available to us?  In what ways does the idea of being “one with God” affect your thought process?  





From the outline on Priscilla and Aquila, what evidence do you find that show they were not “me”-focused?  What about them inspires you?





Often, within marriage, we struggle with small, nagging issues.  





For a bonus, look at Romans 14 to see how Paul walked the church through dealing with “disputable” matters.   Describe in one sentence how to navigate “disputable” matters.





Just for fun, how would you describe your love-language?














A culture of ONENESS requires CHANGE





29 After all, no one ever hated their own body, but they feed and care for their body, just as Christ does the church— 30 for we are members of his body. 31 “For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh.” 32 This is a profound mystery—but I am talking about Christ and the church. 33 However, each one of you also must love his wife as he loves himself, and the wife must respect her husband.  


(Ephesians 5:29-33, NIV)





The FEELINGS of love follow the ACTIONS of love





Three Actions of Love for Marriage





1. FRIENDSHIP 





15 I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master’s business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to you. 16 You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you so that you might go and bear fruit—fruit that will last—and so that whatever you ask in my name the Father will give you. 17 This is my command: Love each other.  (John 15:15-17, NIV)





2. SANCTIFICATION 





3. EXPRESSION 





Tools for a culture of Marriage





1. Truth – See and say what God says





2. Love – Know and use the other person’s love language





3. Grace – Let God design the other person’s life














Culture is a lens





Now a man named Ananias, together with his wife Sapphira, also sold a piece of property. 2 With his wife’s full knowledge he kept back part of the money for himself, but brought the rest and put it at the apostles’ feet. 					(Acts 5:1-2, NIV)





Cultural Myth – Marriage is about COMPATIBILITY





Someone I don’t NEED TO CHANGE and 





someone that doesn’t WANT TO CHANGE me.





Our culture is increasingly NEGATIVE about marriage





God’s design for marriage is ONENESS		(John 17:13-23)





1 After this, Paul left Athens and went to Corinth. 2 There he met a Jew named Aquila, a native of Pontus, who had recently come from Italy with his wife Priscilla, because Claudius had ordered all Jews to leave Rome. Paul went to see them, 3 and because he was a tentmaker as they were, he stayed and worked with them. …18 Paul stayed on in Corinth for some time. Then he left the brothers and sisters and sailed for Syria, accompanied by Priscilla and Aquila. …24 Meanwhile a Jew named Apollos, a native of Alexandria, came to Ephesus. He was a learned man, with a thorough knowledge of the Scriptures. 25 He had been instructed in the way of the Lord, and he spoke with great fervor and taught about Jesus accurately, though he knew only the baptism of John. 26 He began to speak boldly in the synagogue. When Priscilla and Aquila heard him, they invited him to their home and explained to him the way of God more adequately. 


(Acts 18:1-3, 18, 24-26)





19 The churches in the province of Asia send you greetings. Aquila and Priscilla greet you warmly in the Lord, and so does the church that meets at their house. 			(1 Corinthians 16:19, NIV)





3 Greet Priscilla and Aquila, my co-workers in Christ Jesus. 4 They risked their lives for me. Not only I but all the churches of the Gentiles are grateful to them. 			(Romans 16:3, NIV)





19 Greet Priscilla and Aquila and the household of Onesiphorus. 						(2 Timothy 4:19, NIV)








Goal: Compatibility





Someone I don’t NEED TO CHANGE and 





someone that doesn’t WANT TO CHANGE me.





Bible Goal in Marriage: ONENESS





31 “For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh.” 


(Ephesians 5:31, NIV)











